
Used Motorhome Buyer’s Guide

So you finally made up your mind and would like to buy that so desired motorhome of your dreams? Congratulations! We are sure you will enjoy your motorhome as much as we enjoy them here at Stingray RV. At least this is what everyone would expect from a purchase like this. However the truth is a little different. Buying a motorhome takes time and you must know what to look out for and understand how these wonderful machines work to make sure you buy the right motorhome at the right price.

Remember; do not let yourself get rushed. A motorhome is a complex machine and there are many things you want to check before you make a purchase. Make notes about each motorhome you viewed and compare the information to get a whole picture.

Any faults (no matter how small) should be noted and priced out. These items can dramatically increase the final price and can cause quite an unpleasant surprise for the new owner. If possible try to take a professional mechanic with you to check the mechanical side of the vehicle.

At Stingray RV we have rich experience with Motorhomes. Below we listed a few points you need to look out for and which questions you need to ask.

Seal of Quality:
Before you even start to inspect the motorhome, look for the RVIA seal of quality.  You can find this on the outside of the vehicle near to the door. This is the Recreation Vehicle Industry Association’s seal and it denotes that the RV has been made according to standards set by them. Do not buy an RV that does not have this seal. Ask about the seal when you are on the phone with the owner or dealer. It might just save you a trip.

Reason of purchase:
RV purchases can be mainly grouped into these sectors:

· Weekend holidays
· Race team/film crew etc. accommodation
· Full time live in
· To hire out for income

The activities you are going to use your motorhome for will determinate what type of RV you are looking for. Motorhomes vary from fairly simple ones with a single bed up to the luxury ones which can sleep 8 people + and are offering the comfort of a 5 star hotel room.

A motorhome have to cope with a number of demands depending who is using the RV and for what. Make a list of the essential qualities your RV must have and which luxury items you can negotiate on.

If you will use your RV for short term holidays, weekends, etc. you can look for a less equipped RV from a cheaper manufacturer.

Will your RV give shelter for your family on full time basis or on your trips across Europe? The last thing you want is to negotiate on the comfort, quality and importantly on the safety of the RV. When it comes to a precious cargo like this, only the best is good enough. In this case, your focus will be on the comfort, practicality and privacy offered by the RV. You might also want to look for and insulated RV. RV’s without insulation can be heated up quickly but also loose heat in a short period of time.

A motorhome which will be used to rent for film crews, race teams, etc. need to be equipped with more beds and should provide a good level of luxury. Remember these individuals are used to the best and do spend a great amount of time in these motorhomes through the year.



The technical side:

A motorhome is not just a comfortable living space. It is a working and complex machine and as such it has to be inspected from this aspect as well. You wouldn’t buy a car without taking a look under the hood, trying the breaks or having a test drive. The motorhome is no exception.

Engine:
Check the performance, condition, petrol consumption, mileage

Oil:
Have a look at the consistency and color of the engine oil. Burned oil can indicate that the engine is not in a good condition. If the oil appears thick, gluey with a light color there is a high possibility that the engines cooling liquid is leaking into the engine. Additives used to be added to seal up leaky engine gaskets. This will again cause thick, gluey appearance of the oil.

Cooling System:
The cooling liquid must be clear. A cloudy cooling liquid can signalize leaking into the cooling system.

Brakes:
No matter how much you enjoy the ride, you will definitely want to stop at some point. These motorhomes have a significant weight. To stop them safely require a good, well functioning break system.

Tires:
Check the tires! Remember this is your only contact with the road and they play a huge part in the safety of the vehicle. Not to mention that to purchase new tires can increase the price of the motorhome by a quite significant amount of money.

Batteries:
Motorhomes usually dispose with two sets of batteries, the house batteries for the living area and the vehicle batteries. The vehicle batteries should be able to start the engine in cold weather and after a period of non-movement.

Generator:
If the motorhome has an on board generator, check if this is functioning well and the noise level is not too high.

Bodywork:
Check the bodywork for rust and damage. Look for bubbling under the paintwork as this signifies that the rust has been painted over. Make sure that the frame is not rusted as this is a sign that the vehicle is nearing the end of its life. If you notice any rust spots, discover the extent of damage and do not forget to include the paintwork in the price of the repair for this will need to be done at the same time.

Interior:
Check the interior extensively. This is the area where you are going to spend that all so precious free time. Flooring, ceiling, appliances must be checked. Look for damp or mold in hidden areas in the bathroom etc. Soft flooring can signalize a leaking plumbing system while damp patches on the roof are most likely the sigh of a leaking roof. The toilet needs to be able to hold water or the smell from the black water tanks will come back up into the bathroom.






Heating & Air Conditioning:
Try the effectively of the heating system/air conditioning. Make sure the heating has enough power to heat the different parts of the living area at once. You will be really thankful for this on a cold winter night. Check the air conditioning if it still provides cold air. Recharging the air conditioning unit can be quite expensive.

Propane system:
Safety first! Inspect the propane tanks, hoses and regulators. These must be in a perfect condition. Ask if there is a certificate of safety for the propane system.

Insulation:
This will protect your Motorhome in a cold winter night from losing its heat too quickly. Check if the water tanks are insulated as well.

Capacity:
Motorhomes carry a large weight when fully loaded. The water tanks, etc. can use up a large amount of the vehicles ability to carry weight leaving quite a small margin for your family and their belongings. Verify the RV’s net carrying capacity. You can find this information mostly on the back of the wardrobe door. This is known as the CCC.

Insurance:
Tricky business… Be aware that there are certain models which are classed as un-insurable here in the UK due to one reason or another, usually for their size and weight restrictions amongst others.

Paperwork:
The vehicle’s paperwork can provide you with a wide range of information about the motorhome from the number of previous owners to its service history, etc. Go through the available documents and certificates of the vehicle. Make sure that the VIN number is matching with the information in the paperwork, etc.

General Check:
If you like the vehicle and it is in good shape from the technical side, take a few more moments and check all the mechanic and electric items. Try the switches, turn on the appliances, open every door, window, sliding panel, etc. Check the lights inside and outside. Let the water run in the sink and shower for a little while, flush the toilet, etc.


A word at the end:
We do sincerely hope that our short guide will be useful and you will benefit from the information learned from this guide. Remember a Motorhome is not a utility vehicle. It is a matter of passion and you should choose your motorhome with your heart and soul before you use any of this information. It will be your shelter on cold winter nights or starry summer evenings. You want to feel home and comfortable curled up on the sofa with a hot cocoa and your favorite book or enjoying the company of your friends with a glass of wine.

Let’s explore new dimensions of adventure. Join us in our passion and experience the comfort and independence these Motorhomes provide. So, let’s hit the road and see you soon at one of Europe’s festivals, motorsport events or beautiful campsites.


